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Regardingthe first function,CEREShasbeenexpandingits PhDcourseofferingsince2019
andwe arecurrentlyofferingeightcoursesin the 2021-22academicyear. Thishasbeenin
responseto demandfrom manyPhDresearchersandmemberinstitutions for more PhD-
level teachingtailored to DevelopmentStudies,which is the comparativeadvantageof
CERESandwhereit addsvalueto its members.

This year CEREShas also introduced the possibilityfor PhDcandidatesfrom academic
researchinstitutions from the GlobalSouththat are associatedwith CERESmembersto
participatein thesecoursesasmembers.

INTRODUCTION

CERESis the Dutch research school for the field of International Development. Its
membersincludeacademicstaff and their PhDresearchersin DevelopmentStudiesor in
associated disciplines or interdisciplinary fields in the social sciences, such as
anthropology,sociology,political science,economicsand geography. The Schoolwas
founded in 1994 by six academicinstitutions and currently includes eight member
institutions,includingone in Belgium(Flanders). It hasestablishedlinkswith manyother
universitiesandresearchinstitutesin Europeandin the GlobalSouth.

CEREScurrentlyservesthreemainfunctions:

1

Provideeducationalopportunities specificallytailored to PhDresearchers
workingin the interdisciplinaryfield of DevelopmentStudiesor on issuesof
development(it is the only accreditedresearchschoolin the Netherlands
that offerssuchspecificallytailoredresearchtraining).

Organiseand convenelectures and events to
promote the field of DevelopmentStudiesin
the NetherlandsandBelgium.

2

Provide researchersand researchmanagersin Development
Studiesand allied fields with a tool to measureand evaluate
researchoutput performancein a plural and interdisciplinary
manner,but alsoin a way that is conventionallyrecognisedby
formal researchqualityassessmentexercises.

3
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ThePhDTrainingCourseis traditionallyheld at a retreat-type setting,althoughit hasbeen
held online for the last two yearsbecauseof COVID. We would like to return to the practice
of holding this course in person, as well as the post-fieldwork course,although for the
moment we must wait to seehow the situation evolvesas we move towards the winter.
TheJune2022rendition of the SafetyandSecuritycoursewill alsoideallybe held in person.
Twotuition feesarepresentedto reflectboth residential(in person)and(online)options.

All the other courses(besides4, 6, and 8) will be given online and are free to CERES
members(andassociatedGlobalSouthinstitutions).

Note that, in general,institutionspay,not the individualPhDstudent.

October 2021

November 2021

November-December 2021

February 2022

February-March 2022

Three-day course on Safety and Security in fieldwork

One-day workshop on research problems/questions for starting PhDs

Seven-session course on Survey Methods and Data Collection

One-week module for post-fieldwork PhDs

Ten-lecture course on ontology

March-June 2022

May 2022

June 2022

The annual PhD Training Course 
(four modules of four or more days each)

Two-session workshop on How Political Regimes Impact on Research Practices

Three-day course on Safety and Security in fieldwork
(included in the Training Course)

In addition to its longstandingPhDTrainingCourseoriented towards first-yearPhDs,CERESis
offering an additional Coursefor Post-fieldwork PhDs, a one-day Workshop on Research
Problemsfor startingPhDs,aswell asfour additionalthematic/methodologycourses(onethat
isoffered twice). Thecoursecalendarisasfollows:
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1. Safety and Security for Fieldwork Research (October 2021)
(note: this is given twice per year)

26-28October2021(threedays)
Teachers: RodrigoMena,ProfDorotheaHilhorst,LindaJohnson
Location: online
ECs: 1.5

Tuition: free for members; 300euro for non-members.

Description: Whenconductingfield-basedresearchor fieldwork, researchersoften operate
within complexand dynamicsocialand political contextsand derive their data from that
environment. Both the quality of researchand the securityof the researcherare a function
of how well-planned the researchis, taking into account the local context and the risk
environment.

This course is designed to assist researchers in conducting their research in
hazardous,remote or complexenvironmentsas safelyand securelyas possible,both for
those working within their home country, or as foreigners. It aims to improve personal
securityandawarenessandsecurityplanningskillswhenconductingfield research.

COURSES
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Tuesday16November2021, 10h30-12h00and14h00-15h30
Teachers: DrAndrewM Fischer
Location: OnlineviaZoom

Tuition: free for members; 50eurosfor non-members.

Description: Thisworkshopfocuseson the art of askingsocialscientificresearchquestionsby
rooting these in the identification and specificationof researchproblems. It is designedfor
PhDswho haverecentlystartedthe degreesandasa primer for the full PhDTrainingCourse
(seebelow).

2. Developing research problems and questions
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3. Survey Methods and Data Collection

November-December2021(sevensessions; precisedatesandtimesto beconfirmed)
Teacher: ProfArjunBedi
Location: OnlineviaZoom
ECs: 3

Tuition: free for members; 350eurosfor non-members.

Description: This courserespondsto the increasingdemand for primary (micro-) data
collection. Typically,courseson statistics and econometricsfocus on estimation and
model specificationand do not pay much attention to issuessuchashow the data used
for the analysishavebeencollected,and/or the quality (coverage,accuracy)of the data.
Thiscourseis designedto dealwith suchblind spotsand addressesthree main issues: 1)
survey design and samplingstrategiesand implications of the survey design for data
analysis; 2) sample size and power calculations; 3) dealing with non-response and
measurementerror. Thecourseis practice-oriented and will rely on numerousexamples
to illustrate key ideas and approachesto data collection and discussimplementation
issuessuchasquestionnairedesignanddifferent methodsof datacollection(online,face-
to-face).

Evenif you are not interestedin collectingyour own databut plan to usesecondary
data, the coursewill encourageyou to interrogate the features of the data set and to
evaluate how the data were collected and the consequencesof the data collection
strategyfor youranalysis.

Although quantitative in orientation, it is also open to students interested in
conductingqualitativesurveysgiventhat manyof the principlesapplyandhelp to improve
surveyquality.
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4. Post-fieldwork PhD course

31Januaryto 4 February2022(precisetimesto beconfirmed)
Teacher: DrRaúlPacheco-Vega(seehttp://www.raulpacheco.org)
Location: Onlineor In-person(to beconfirmed)
ECs: 2

Tuition:
If online: 250eurosfor members; 400eurosfor non-members.
If residential: Members: 650euros; non-members1000euros)

Description: This course is designedfor post-fieldwork PhDswho are in the writing-up
phaseof their degrees,includingthe processingand analysingof data. It wasoffered last
year for the first time by popular demandςthe idea camefrom consultationwith PhDs,
who noted that they generallydo not haveanycoursesoffered for this later phaseof their
degree.

The course focuses on topics such as: 1) moving from proposing research to
presentingwhat you researched; 2) Writing up fieldwork results(writing analytically,linking
theory with evidence,and triangulatingresults); 3) Presentingqualitativeand quantitative
datain written output; and4) developingawriting practice.

http://www.raulpacheco.org/
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5. Social Ontology and Political Economy

Tuesday22Februaryς22March2022(two lecturesperdayeveryTuesdayfor five weeks)
Teacher: DrKarimKnio
Location: OnlineviaZoom
ECs: 4

Tuition: free for members; 500eurosfor non-members

Description: Thiscourseaims to emphasizethe necessityand desirabilityof embedding
thematic and empirical researchwithin ontologicaldebatesto producerigorousscholarly
research. It introducesstudentsto fundamentaldebatesin socialontology and highlights
their subsequentimplicationson politicaleconomyanalysis. Namely,the coursefocuseson
two important ontologicaldebatesin their own right beforeit developsa cartographywhich
charts their intersection,then this cartographyis subsequentlysituated within the classic
debateon neoliberalismin criticalpolitical economyliteratures. In sodoing,the coursenot
only demonstrateshow different approachesinterpret and articulateneoliberalism,but it
alsoreflectson the makingof theoreticalapproachesin their own right. Thisshouldprovide
doctoral students with various analyticalskills to help them in appropriately navigating
throughvariousacademicliteraturesaswell assituatingtheir own research.
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6. PhD Training Course

MarchςJune2022(precisedatesto beconfirmedin November2021)
Courseleaders: DrAndrewM FischerandGemmavanderHaar
Teachers: to beconfirmed(seethe 2021programmefor anideaof the likelyteachers)
Location: ResidentialandonlineviaZoom(to beconfirmed)
ECs: 16(full course)or 4 (3rd module)

Tuition(to berevisedif fully or partiallyonline):
FullTuition
PhDsfrom memberinstitutions: ϵ2500
PhDsfrom non-memberinstitutions: ϵ5000

Tuitionfor Module3 only
PhDsfrom memberinstitutions: ϵ600
PhDsfrom non-memberinstitutions: ϵ1200

Description: The PhD Training Courseis the classiccentrepieceof the CERESoffering,
designedfor PhDsin their first year from memberinstitutions acrossthe Netherlandsand
Belgium(Flanders),although PhDsfrom non-member institutions are also welcome. The
course provides them with a unique learning experienceand is specificallytailored to
supportPhDsin preparationfor the defenceof their researchproposalsat the end of their
first year,or for ResearchMastersstudentswho wishto gaininsightinto this stageof doing
a PhDor to preparea researchproposalfor a PhDapplication. A rangeissuesis considered,
relatingto epistemologyandontology,positionalityandsubjectivity,philosophyof science,
and an overview of the spectrum of interdisciplinarymethodologiesand methods that
researchers commonly draw from in Development Studies, both quantitative and
qualitative.

https://ceresresearchschool.nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CERES-2021-PhD-Programme.pdf
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Two additional objectives of the course are to cultivate a general and shared
understandingabout what it means to do a PhD degree in the field of Development
Studies,from the perspectiveof both theory aswell asempiricalresearch,andto cultivate
a supportnetworkamongthe annualcohortof first-yearPhDpeers,whichparticipantscan
continueto rely on throughout their PhDtrajectory. Thecoursealsoprovidesa safespace
for PhDs,wherethey candiscusstheir researchopenlyandcreativelywith their peersand
seniorresearcherswho arenot (necessarily)in their supervisionteam.

The coursebeginsin mid-March with an opening day at the Institute of Social
Studies(ISS)in TheHague(or online if not possible),followed by four modulesof four to
five days,endingin June. TheJuneSafetyandSecuritycourseisalsoincludedaspart of the
coursepackage.

Participantsare expected to be resident during these modules (unlessonline).
Three of the modules will be in a resident retreat setting and one at the ISS,where
participantswill be accommodatedat the ISSresidences. At the fourth and last module,
PhDspresenttheir proposalsandreceivefeedbackfrom their peersandteachers.

Participantsareexpectedto attend all four modules,in additionto the openingday
at ISSand one ΨŎƻƳŜ-ōŀŎƪΩday in June. However,an exception is made for the third
moduleat ISS,whichis focusedon methods. PhDsnot involvedin other partsof the course
canparticipatein thismoduleasa stand-alone.

Member institutionsrecognisethe TrainingCourseascontributing16 ECTstowards
thoserequiredfor aPhDdegree(the 3rd module,if takenalone,isworth 4 ECTs).

Module Topic Date

Introduction Day Mid-March

1st Module Proposing Research in Development Studies End of March / 
early April

2nd Module Moving from Questions to Methodology Late April 

3rd Module Overview of Methods in Development Studies 
Research

Late May

Ψ/ƻƳŜ-ōŀŎƪΩ 5ŀȅ Early June

Safetyand Security Course June

4th Module Presentation Tutorials Mid-late June

Adetailedprogrammewith confirmeddateswill bereleasedin November.
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7. How Political Regimes Impact on Research Practices

3 and5 May2022(13h-16h00eachday)
Teacher: JojoT. NemSingh
Location: OnlineviaZoom
ECs: 1

Tuition: free for members; 100eurosfor non-members.

Description: Thisworkshopexaminesthe practiceof researchon internationaldevelopment
in the context of different political regimes. In the sessions,we will focus on basicsof
fieldwork preparation, ethical issuesassociatedwith conductingresearchin the Global
South,and best practicesin dealingwith multiple political environments. Thesessionswill
help graduatestudentsreflect on the major methodologicalconsiderationsin conducting
research,andits consequencesin designingresearchandimplementingin the project.


